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	Your name: 
	Date: 2008-10-07
	Class/Teacher: AP US Gov't
	PrintButton1: 
	Definition: - A theory that competition among all affected interests shapes public policy.
	Morphemes: plural - more than oneism - a distinct doctrine, theory, system or practiceist - suffix for nouns that denote someone who does something
	Examples: - In pluralism, there are so many gov't institutions that no single group can dominate.- Policies are the outcome of a complex pattern of political haggling, innumerable compromises, & shifting alliances.- Political resources are sufficiently divided among such different kinds of elites that almost all relevant interests have a chance to affect the outcome of decisions.
	Facts-Characteristics: - Pluralism is one of several "theories of who governs." Others include the Marxist, Power Elite, and Bureaucratic theories.- Pluralism is probably the theory that best describes our system of government.
	Non-example: - Majoritarianism - policies are made by the majority; political resources are distributed according to majoritarian governance.- Marxism - gov't is merely a reflection of underlying economic forces, especially the pattern of ownership of the means of production. Which class dominates the economy also controls the gov't.- Bureaucratic theory - all gov't & non-gov't institutions fall under the control of large bureaucracies whose expertise & specialized competence are essential to the management of contemporary affairs.
	Vocabulary_Word: Pluralist Theory
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